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SUBJECT: FUEL SHORTAGE IN NORTHERN GREECE 
REE: THESSALONIKI 696 

"ELLINIKOS VORRAS " OF NOVEMBER 6 CARRIES ERONT PAGE 
ARTICLE ON EUEL OIL SHORTAGE UNDER HEADLINE, "THESSALONIKI 
EXHAUSTS PETROLEUM STOCKS". ACCORDING TO REPORT, LOCAL 
OUTLETS UNABLE TO MEET INCREASED DEMAND AND FORCED TO CUT 
DOWN SUPPLIES TO AGRICULTURAL AREAS SUCH AS ALEXANDRIA, 
PLATY, KILKIS, AND CHALKIDIKI AT TIME WHEN IT 
ESSENTIAL TO PLOW AND SEED FOR COMING YEAR. DIFEICULTIES 
HAVE ALSO DEVELOPED IN SUPPLY OF DIESEL FUEL EOR BUSSES 
AND INDUSTRIAL VEHICLES. DURING PEAK DEMAND NOVEMBER 3, 

900 TRUCKLOADS OF FUEL OIL SOLD IN THESSALONIKI, 

COMPARED TO USUAL NOVEMBER CONSUMPTION OF 500 TRUCK- 
LOADS PER DAY. 

COMMENT: ESSO REFINERY MANAGER GEORGOPOULOS CONFIRMED TO 
CONGEN THAT PLANT, IN FACT, LOADED 908 TRUCKS NOVEMBER 3 
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NEARLY 100 HIGHER THAN PREVIOUS DAILY RECORD. IN SHORT 
TERM, GEORGOPOULOS SCRIBES PANIC TO LEAK FROM ATHENS OF 
GOVT PLANS TO INCREASE FUEL OIL PRICE FROM 2,200 DRS PER 
TON TO 3,000 DRS. WHILE SITUATION WILL EASE IF PRICE 
RAISED, LONG-TERM PROBLEM IS CRUDE SUPPLY. ESSO CLAIMS 
STOCKS ON HAND TO MEET ALL GREEK DEMANDS THROUGH DEC 1973 
BUT IS PESSEMISTIC RE 1974 ESSO PLANNING TO HONOR CONTRACT 
FOR SUPPLY OF 2 MILLION TONS PER YEAR AND ESTIMATES 
ADDITIONAL 2.5 MILLION TONS AVAILABLE TO GREECE 
FROM OTHER SOURCES. GIVEN ESTIMATED 1974 DEMAND FOR 
8 MILLION TONS, SHORTFALL WILL BE 3.5 MILLION TONS OWING 
TO FAILURE OF PLANS FOR NEW REFINERY. GEORGOUPOULOS ADDED 
THAT EVEN ESSO COULD NOT GUARANTEE TO MEET CONTRACT IF 
ARAB SUPPLIERS CONTINUE TO REDUCE OUTPUT AND 
PREDICTED THAT FUEL RATIONING INEVITABLE IN GREECE IF 
COMPROMISE NOT REACHED SOON WITH SUPPLIERS. 

JACKSON 
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